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What is Kindergarten? 
 

Kindergarten is ORIENTATION  

¶ a bridge between home/preschool and school 

¶ learning to leave home and family during the day 

¶ becoming a member of a group & functioning as part of the 

group 

¶ learning to get along with classmates, to take turns, and to 

respect the rights of others 

¶ developing positive self-esteem 
 

Kindergarten is EXPERIENCING  

¶ a period of learning that lays the foundation for life 

¶ a period of carefully planned experiences designed to help 

eliminate educational deficits and establish readiness for 

academics 

¶ building with blocks, dramatising stories, cutting, pasting, 

and painting 

¶ learning the letters of the alphabet and their phonetic sounds 
 

Kindergarten is TIME FOR ACQUIRING THE TOOLS 

NECESSARY FOR 

READING  

¶ to build vocabulary, to 

know words and to use 

words 

¶ to be introduced to books, 

learn to use them and love 

them 

¶ time for listening to 

stories read aloud and 

answering questions about the stories 

¶ time for being exposed to written words 

¶ time for experiencing stories and charts; to learn what can 

be said and written; and what can be written and read 
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Kindergarten is WRITING  
¶ developing small and large muscles 

¶ developing fine motor skills 

¶ fine-tuning eye/hand coordination 

¶ manipulating toys, puzzles and clay 

¶ finger painting, drawing, colouring, cutting and pasting 

¶ learning to write oneôs name correctly using a capital letter 

for the first letter and lowercase letters for the rest of the 

name 

¶ learning to write using invented spelling 
 

Kindergarten is MATHEMATICS  
¶ building number concepts 

¶ getting a feel for numbers by using unifix cubes, blocks, 

and other resources 

¶ comparing sizes, recognising shapes, colours, likenesses 

and differences, how many and how few 

¶ manipulating materials that give meaning to terms such as 

smaller and larger, over and under, and equal to 

¶ creating and extending patterns 

¶ estimating, collecting data, and building graphs 

We learn to walk by stumbling. 
Bulgarian Proverb 
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Kindergarten Academic Programm e 
 

The Curriculum Framework is made up of:  

1. a balance between the search for meaning and understanding, 

and the acqui sition of knowledge and skills .  

2. 4 organizing themes for KG 1 and 5 for KG 2, taken from the 

PYP Programme.  

3. The development of positive attitudes and actions.  
 

Concept- Driven Units of Inquiry  

1. Units are introduced and developed through a broad sequence 

of stages:  

¶ introduction  

¶ connection phase (building on prior knowledge)  

¶ inquiry  

- structured  

- guided ( independent inquiry to stretch more gifted 

students)  

¶ reflection  

¶ assessment  

2. Inquiry led by the English Programme or Arabic Programme 

teachers will ensure that a natural, purposeful interdisciplinary 

approach  is taken to enhance learning, so that understanding of 

these concepts can be easily transferred and applied in other 

disciplines.  

3. Concepts & modes of thinking in one discipline will enrich 

studentsõ understanding in other disciplines when appropriate.  
 

Languages: 
1. The essence of the unit will extend to language by means of 

related reading and listening comprehension passages, creative 

writing, etc.  

2. Language strands (listening, speaking, writing and reading) are  

systematically taught and assessed during specific lessons.  
 

Maths:   
Math skills and understanding are taught:  

¶ using hands-on manipulatives 

¶ using relevant real -life situations for problem -solving  
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Assessments  

Students will be assessed on:  

¶ Knowledge that is worth being familiar with.  

¶ Knowledge and skills that are important to know and do  

¶ Understanding that is enduring  

¶ A variety of formative and summative assessments will be applied.  

¶ Stand Alone Topics  
 

Transdisciplinary  
Transdisciplinary Skills are fundame ntal skills that students must 

master for life -long success.  They are used in all disciplines and are 

continually reinforced.  
 

Transdisciplinary Skills include:  
     

¶ Social Skills  

Accepting responsibility  Respecting others  

Cooperating    Resolving confli ct  

Group decision-making  Adopting a variety of group roles  
 

¶ Research Skills  

Formulating questions   Observing  

Planning    Collecting data  

Recording data    Organizing data  

Interpreting data   Presenting research findings  
 

¶ Thinking Skills  

Acquisition of knowl edge Comprehension 

Application     Analysis 

Synthesis     Evaluation 
 

¶ Communication Skills  

Listening     Speaking 

Reading    Writing  

Non-verbal communication  
 

¶ Self - management Skills  

Gross motor skills   Fine-motor skills  

Spatial awareness   Organization  

Time management  Safety  

Healthy lifestyle           Codes of behavior  
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Pastoral Care Programme  
The Pastoral Care Programme is embedded in the daily curriculum of 

the KG complementing the schoolõs philosophy of nurturing the well-

being of the whole child.   
 

Special Events 
 

Parents Hands-on Learning Session (24
th

 September) 

Parents, have you ever wanted to roll back the clock to when 

you were four years old?  Well, NOWôS 

YOUR CHANCE!  We have a parents 

ONLY hands-on learning session 

scheduled to take place on Thursday 24th 

September from 11:15 till 1:15 in the 

KG.  The KG Students will not be 

involved in this session.  They will 

continue with their normally scheduled lessons.     
 

We created this parents only hands-on session in order to give 

parents a sneak peek into what actually goes on in our 

classrooms throughout the day.  Two teacher representatives 

from each grade level will compile learning experiences for 

them to participate in.  We encourage parents to take advantage 

of this opportunity to look at the world from a four-year old 

childôs point of view. Itôs vibrant, spectacular and whimsical!       

 

Pyjama Party (27
th

 October) 

Our main objectives for this extraordinary event are to: 

*  instil the love of reading 

*  demonstrate an appreciation and enjoyment of listening to a 

story being read 

*  highlight that reading a story before bedtime is a perfect way to 

end the day 

*  engage in conversation to better understand what has been read 

*  predict upcoming events 

*  recognize character, setting, problem/climax & 

solution/conclusion 
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Book Fair (15
th

 ï 19
th

 November)  

During the Book Fair, a 

huge selection of 

reasonably-priced Arabic 

and English books are 

available to choose from.   

 

Teachers are given the 

privilege to select books to 

put on their ñwish listò to 

enhance their units of inquiry.  Our generous kindergartners & 

parents purchase books from the ñwish listsò to surprise 

teachers with their donations.  A percentage of the proceeds is 

dedicated to purchase a selection of Arabic books for a less 

fortunate school in Jordan.     
 

Characters Alive! (14
th

 

January) 

We have a fabulous event 

entitled ñCharacters 

ALIVE!ò.  The children 

participate in storytelling, 

art and drama activities 

during this remarkable 

literacy-based day. 
 

To make the day even more special, the teachers and volunteer 

mothers dress up in costumes.  The children are encouraged to 

do the same in any storybook character costume of their 

choice.  There is no need to buy an elaborate costume for this 

event.  Let your creative juices flow and your imagination run 

wild!  We appreciate if the children do not bring in any 

accessories (swords, toy guns, magic wands, broomsticks, etc), 

so as to avoid losing any items. 
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100
th

 Day of School Celebration (7
th

 February) 

The 100th Day of School Celebration is a 

marvellous math celebration that is used to 

teach basic math concepts to children. 

Anticipation builds as classrooms count 

each day they go to school one by one until 

they reach the 100th day. On the 100th day, 

the whole KG celebrates. Depending on 

what activities are taught, children may learn math concepts 

including counting, sorting, measuring, sequencing, graphing, 

classifying, etc. 

 

 

Family Fun Day (27
th

 April)  

The KG Family Fun Day is a day dedicated to the 

kindergartners & their devoted families.  Itôs a day where 

parents or family members get to participate in athletic 

challenges along with their child.  

The children demonstrate the skills 

they have been learning in P.E. 

throughout the year.  Coach Osama, 

along with his P.E, Team, set up six 

fun-filled games on the football 

field for everyone to complete.  
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Roy G. Biv Week (13
th

 - 17
th 

 June)  

Roy G. Biv Week is such a 

colourful week!  It is a fun 

celebration that focuses on every 

colour under the sun.  As you 

might have already figured out, 

Roy G. Biv is a mnemonic device 

that helps people remember the 

order of colours of the rainbow (Red, orange, yellow, Green, 

Blue, indigo, violet).  Through hands-on science and art 

activities, we identify primary colours and experiment with 

creating secondary colours.  

 

Annual Class Performances 

¶ Each class presents an assembly in 

the theatre during the course of the 

academic year.  Our young actors are 

asked to wear black trousers, white 

shirts and black shoes.  Our dainty 

actresses are asked to wear black 

skirts, white shirts and black shoes.  

Parents are cordially invited to watch their children 

perform. Performing on stage is very demanding, 

especially for very young children, and that while every 

child is given the opportunity to speak, sing, dance or act, 

just being out on the stage in front of an audience is in 

itself, a great achievement. 

Performance Dates: 

 KG2 A  8th February 

 KG2 B  11th February 

 KG2 C  15th February 

 KG1 A  1st June 

 KG1 B  7th June 

 KG1 C  10th June 
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¶ During the academic year, many religious and non-

religious occasions are celebrated appropriately as part of 

each class curriculum. A photographer is usually on hand. 

Photographs of the children are sent home to parents for 

purchase if anyone so desires. These activities form part of 

the regular learning process and parents are not invited to 

attend them. 

 

 
School Trips 

¶ Parents are invited to join 

their children on some of 

the out-of-school visits and 

trips that are related to the 

Units of Inquiry being 

studied in class. By joining 

in, parents have the opportunity to be able to reinforce the 

experience at home.  
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KG Curriculum and School Work  

§ Parents are reminded that curriculum 

development is an ongoing process at 

ABS and that each year the KG 

curriculum is reviewed and, where 

appropriate, revised and modified. Both 

horizontal & vertical articulation takes 

place on a regular basis to ensure 

continuity.  Parents who have had older 

children in the KG may therefore find 

that their younger child is doing different activities. Close 

coordination with the Junior School is done continuously, so 

that the children will have a smooth transition from KG2 to 

Grade1. KG teachers meet regularly with their colleagues in 

the Junior School as part of this process. 

§ The childrenôs work is usually sent home in a denim bag 

every Thursday to enable parents to get a sneak peek as to 

what has taken place in school during the week. Please 

return the emptied denim bag on Sunday. 

When a project is being done over a 

period of time, the work will not be sent 

home until it is completed. Parents are 

encouraged to revise the activity sheets 

they receive with their children. Some of 

the childrenôs work is retained by the 

school and placed in their portfolios.   

§ Parents are asked to check their childôs lunchbox every day 

as circulars and letters are often sent home with the 

children.  

§ Cooperation and understanding between parents and the KG 

Team are essential if the learning process is to be successful. 

We welcome positive input and suggestions from parents 
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and would ask that if you have any concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact the Head of KG to discuss the issue.  

§ Report cards are sent to all parents twice a year.  The report 

card contains a comment and an indication of achievement 

in individual skills. Report cards are sent home with your 

child at the end of the first semester and should be signed 

and returned. At the end of the second semester, report cards 

are sent home with a copy being kept in each studentôs 

permanent school file. 

 

 

KG Schedule 

The KG starts at 9:00 a.m. and ends at 1:20 p.m. every day 

except for Tuesdays when the day ends at noon. Children are 

expected to arrive on time. The day begins with line-up 

except for on Tuesday.  During the line-up, we exercise, sing 

the national anthem and school songs, celebrate birthdays 

and make special announcements. After the line-up, the 

children go to their classrooms where registration is taken 

and circle time begins. 

Office Hours 

School offices are normally open to visitors as follows: 

8:00 am-2:00 p.m. Sunday to Thursday during the academic 

year.  

Parents who wish to meet with the teachers or with the Head of 

KG, are asked to kindly call the KG office for an appointment. 
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General Information 

¶ A newsletter, outlining the work and 

activities for the unit of inquiry is sent 

home to parents with their child at the 

beginning of each unit. The newsletters 

are also posted on the KG website. 

¶ Parents are encouraged to send óhealthy 

foodô to school with their children in their lunchboxes. 

Please note that fizzy drinks, sweets, chocolates and large 

packets of chips are not permitted at school. 

¶ Jewellery and toys should not be brought to school, as 

there is a danger that they may be lost or damaged. The 

school does not accept responsibility for any jewellery, 

toys, or other items brought to 

school. 

¶ A spare set of clothes, including 

underwear, must be kept at 

school for each child in case of 

accidents. If a child has to 

change his/her clothes, parents 

are asked to return the spare 

clothes to the school the 

following day. 

¶ Parents are required to complete their childôs medical 

record and hand it to the Head of KG during the first week 

of school. 

¶ We ask that you label your childós/childrenôs sweaters, 

cardigans, jackets, scarves, caps, etc. 

¶ Please bundle your child up on cold days.  If it is not 

raining, snowing or bitterly cold, we will have morning 

line-up outside and also take the children out to run and 

play in the fresh air during recess time.  
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¶ For your childôs safety and security, children cannot 

change buses. Every child must go home from school on 

his/her assigned bus. 

¶ If parents are planning to leave the country for a period 

of time and their child will be staying with a relative or 

friend, the Head of KG and Head of Support Services 

must be informed, in writing, before the parents leave. 

¶ The KG óOpen Houseô is held in September. All parents 

are encouraged to attend so as to familiarise themselves 

with their childôs curriculum, classroom, teachers and daily 

routine and activities. 

Birthdays 

Birthdays are special occasions for 

young children. If your child wishes 

to celebrate his/her birthday at 

school, please inform his/her 

teacher in advance, so that part of 

the snack time can be set aside for 

this special occasion. Candles are 

no longer allowed at ABS due to the 

fact that they have set off the fire alarm in the past.   

Please do not send birthday party invitations to school unless 

the entire class has been invited, because this might result in 

hurt feelings for those not invited. 

Nut-Free Environment 

There are children in our school with a severe peanut and nut 

allergy. For some children, the allergy causes swelling, hives, 

etc. and in other children it is life-threatening. Some children 

react to ingesting the allergen, while others will react by 

touching the allergen or inhaling itéso, for the safety of the 

children, please ensure that the children in your class bring 

nutritional snacks that do not contain peanut and nut products. 
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Also, for birthdays or other class parties, please ensure that 

treats that are sent for the entire class are peanut and nut-free. 

Pre-packaged treats and snacks are acceptable as long as they 

are peanut and nut-free.   

 

For additional information, please visit the following link 
http://www.calgaryallergy.ca/Articles/English/peanutsoyahp.htm 

 

Please note, we also have children with allergies to eggs (all 

derivatives), kiwis, fava beans, falafel and soy.  All parents 

concerned have educated their children as to what they can and 

cannot eat.  The KG Team has taken it upon themselves to 

suggest a peanut and nut-free school environment for the safety 

and well-being of these children.  

 

Parents Meetings 
Two parentsô meetings are held each year, one during each 

semester. Time is allocated for each childôs parents to meet 

with the teachers, so that progress and performance can be 

thoroughly discussed and the parents informed of any 

concerns on the part of the school. 

. 

http://www.calgaryallergy.ca/Articles/English/peanutsoyahp.htm
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Discipline 

Establishing good classroom 

discipline is essential to each childôs 

success, confidence and well-being. 

Every child should feel that the 

classroom environment is safe and 

secure; free from all threats of 

physical or emotional harm. In 

addition, it is important that each 

child learns to develop self-

discipline and good work habits, to 

resolve conflicts peacefully, and to 

think independently. For these reasons, the discipline plan 

the KG has chosen has several components.  

First, the children will learn the purpose of classroom rules 

and develop the idea that our classroom is a community with 

the common purpose of learning, growing and becoming 

friends. Through class discussion and rule making, the 

children and the teachers will compose a list of classroom 

rules that protect each studentôs right to safety and respect, as 

well as, outlining the responsibilities that each child has in 

maintaining class order.  

The second part of the discipline plan includes the logical 

consequences that will occur when class rules are broken. 

Examples of logical consequences include spending part of 

the recess playtime sitting on the side with a teacher, or 

verbal apologies for aggressive behaviour, name-calling or 

ridicule towards other children. This list is not inclusive 

since it is impossible to predict all incidents of misbehaviour  

that will occur during the year. The idea is for the 

consequence to be related to the misbehaviour and act as a 

solution or restitution for the problem. If classroom rules are 

severely or persistently broken, parents will be contacted by 

note or by telephone.  
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Absences 

¶ If a child is to be absent for any reason, a written 

explanation must be sent to the Head of KG. In the case of 

absence due to illness the letter should accompany the 

child when he/she returns to school. Permission for all 

other absences must be requested in writing in advance. 

¶ Children who have a fever and/or are suffering from 

infectious diseases should not be sent to school. 

¶ If a child is taken ill during the course of the day, the 

parents will be contacted and he/she will be sent home. 

 

Health and Safety 

Accident Insurance 

¶ All students are covered by an 

insurance policy which reimburses 

medical expenses arising from 

accidents on school premises or out 

of school on official school activities. The limit of the 

policy is JD 1,000 per student per year. The school does 

not accept responsibility for expenses beyond this limit. 

Medical Treatment 

¶ If a child is unwell, he/she is sent to the school doctor and 

parents are contacted if necessary. Children who are 

injured at school are also seen by the doctor who decides 

on the treatment required and then makes the necessary 

arrangements with the parents. Please do not send your 

child to school if he/she is not well. The School doctor is 

for emergencies only. 


